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• Re constituted January 2015  
• Open meeting Nov 2015 – Facilitated by Rebecca Manson Jones of Just Jones /Wells 

Way.    This was a great opportunity to review the project and get new people and 
ideas on board. 

• End of our 5 year licence agreement – we will soon be leasing the site from Southwark 
Council. 

 
General garden 
Another busy and successful year with lots of new gardeners, new events and activities. 
Highlights of the year was the Wild Solstice Feast – oversubscribed, beautiful evening and 
delicious food, drink and music. 
We won our second Green Flag Community Award. 
Thanks to a grant from the Peckham and Nunhead Community Council New 
Neighbourhood Fund we were able to host a wide range of events including the midsummer 
feast, a celebration of International Soil Day, Forest Garden Weekend, outdoor film screening 
of Virunga with the Peckham and Nunhead Free Film Festival and a weekly forest school 
kids club over the summer, a beekeeping event and some smaller events that enabled us to 
reach out, appreciate everyone and indulge in activities other than work… 
 
Growing  
We have a huge garden to manage and maintain, and planning and coordinating this is a big 
job. Our fruit trees, planted Jan 2013 are beginning to develop fuller canopies. Shrubs and 
perennials are establishing and the hugel mounds are maturing nicely. 
Our future plans include integrating growing throughout the project on all days, and to 
collaborate to develop new rotations, planting plans and spaces to grow including the vertical. 
 
Grown in Peckham 
The past year has seen a lot of changes for Grown in Peckham. Simon and I decided to take 
over the project from lead volunteer Ellen at short notice, when she left in August. The 
experience has been a steep but enjoyable learning curve for both of us as we hadn't 
coordinated a growing project before.  
For about 20 weeks throughout the summer, we produced, packed and delivered a variety of 
salad veg which we sold to Sally at Persepolis (who continues to support the project very 
enthusiastically). 
Throughout the year we welcomed a number of new volunteers, some of whom have become 
regulars on Thursdays. 
In September, when growing slowed down, we decided to extend our opening times by an 
hour to introduce some informative morning learning sessions - we shared information about 
weekly growing topics such as composting, winter salads and crop protection in cold weather. 
This was very useful skills-sharing and we hope to continue it this year, perhaps with a few 
informative growing workshops too. 
Taking over the project has given us the chance to rethink it - how other volunteers 
experience it, what works and how our activities fit in with everything else at the garden. This 
has contributed to the revival of the Glengall Wharf Growing Group, which is in the process of 
re-planning growing at the garden. Among other things, we are introducing new and 
simplified vegetable bed rotations which everyone can understand, as well as designated 
areas for perennial veg and herbs. Our aim is to increase productivity and learning by 
involving all sessions and groups at the garden in growing plans and activities. This way we 
can all understand and share in the joys of growing, from start to finish. 
 
 



Herb Tuesdays 
After a successful first year, we’ve been successful in securing funding for a further two years 
to develop the weekly sessions open to all, but with a focus on health and wellbeing. As part 
of this programme we are developing a ‘buddy’ volunteer scheme to support others in 
accessing the garden. Highlights were establishing the medicinal herb mound and some of 
the wonderful taster sessions which included plant dyes, medicinal herbs and lotion making, 
an introduction to permaculture and a preserving workshop. 
 
Community Feasts 
A year long project in partnership with Maintaining Health Partners came to an end in 
October. We had some wonderful monthly sessions gardening, eating great cakes and 
feasting. We supplied a monthly veg box for their own community feast at the Copleston 
Centre. A great bunch, and would love to work with them again!  
 
Corporate teams 
Marks and Spencers – as part of their ‘Spark Something Good’ programme to transform 24 
projects in 24 hours we had an insulation team refit our shed, transform some rundown areas 
of the garden and leave a legacy of mugs, teabags and tee shirts.  
Barclays – a donation of £358 supplied materials for the chickens new roof, and some new 
bee friendly shrubs. 
The Challenge – national citizenship netowrk working with young people across London. 
They raised £100 for the project and had a great day out on our Forest Garden day. 
Trayport and Southwark Tigers – painted shed and benches, and have made a start on our 
new bread oven, to be finished in time for summer! 
 
Pecking in Peckham 
On the 25th July – 10 chickens who had never seen daylight in their first 18 months of life 
arrived in SE15 packed in cardboard boxes. They had pale combs, virtually no feathers and 
looked at worms with suspicion, not with appetition! 
  Joined soon after by Sarah, an old bird, from Brixton, our eleven girls were soon 
Pecking in Peckham and laying tasty rich yellow yolked eggs, the ammonia smell from the 
battery farm eroding from their beaks by the day! 
  The bulk of their diet over the winter has been mainly from pellets but we are hoping to 
give them more fresh greens from the garden as the sun rises higher in the horizon. We are 
blessed with an average of 9-10 eggs in summer months and closer to 5-6 in darker days. 
Eggs are sold at 20p each all year round – first come first served! 
  We have a core group of 7 members who take it in turns to ensure that our chooks are 
well fed and watered. We meet on the first Saturday of each month between 10.30 and 1230. 
We also have lots of interest on our regular days, with kids loving watching the chickens 
scratching around after bugs and beetles 
  
If you are interested in knowing more or getting involved please contact us on 
peckinginpeckham@gmail.com  
 
Bees 
There are 7 colonies on site. We intend to end the season with no more than 7 colonies, 
though the number may be higher at times.  
2 colonies are owned by Jenny Morgan. She plans to sell them this year. 
Apiary sessions were well attended last year with a strong core group and many one off 
visitors including some children. We also had a stall at The Elephant and Nun Festival and 
made links with 2 other beekeeping groups.  
Want to join us? Times of sessions vary, so send us your email address and we’ll include you 
in our mailing list. burgessbees@googlegroups.com   



We have applied for a grant from the Post Code Lottery. This is for a glass fronted shed, 
insect screening and planters. The shed will provide an observation point, storage and 
workplace. Planters will be used for plants attractive to pollinators. There will also be housing 
for solitary bees. 
Fingers crossed for some honey. Last year we fed it back to the bees as they didn’t collect 
enough to harvest. 
 
2016  
Awards for All 
We are thrilled to announce we have funding to develop our volunteer programme. 
Volunteers drive the project, and they need plenty of support. Training will be available in a 
wide range of subjects including gardening skills but also first aid etc. 
 
We are also able to fund a volunteer coordinator for 8 months and are delighted to welcome 
Amparo Rendon.  We hope this will bring many more local people to the garden and help us 
develop our future vision, building a thriving community hub that everyone can access and 
benefit from. 
 
 
 
 
Capital Grows 
We’ve been invited to collaborate with Capital Growth to promote food growing, wildlife 
gardening and help get more people involved at our own project. We’ll have some training 
opportunities and workshops too.  
 
Festival of Community Gardening 
We are hoping to hold a weekend long festival of community gardening at the garden in May. 
We want to create a supportive local network, inspire Southwark gardeners, promote food 
growing locally and generally get everyone excited and on board about local food, gardening, 
collaboration and more. Anyone who wants to get involved – get in touch! 
 
Thanks to everyone who has been involved so far, for our steering group members 
who are stepping down, the keyholders who open up and lead the sessions for 
everyone, and for everyone who does what they can to make Glengall Wharf Garden a 
happy and thriving community resource. 
 
 

 
 
 


